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GRAHAM'S WOODS & THE PINES

Old Cloverdale is sited on land purchased in 1817 by William Graham, who later served
as Montgomery’s first mayor. The rolling terrain and the thick stands of pines rendered the
land unfit for farming, although the surrounding area was composed of farms and small
plantations. Montgomerians enjoyed the area for outdoor recreation, such as picnics in the
clover-covered dales. At that time, the area was known as Graham’s Woods or The Pines.
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pﬁbto credit: Ball Collection ca 1910

CLOVERDALE NEIGHBORHOOD

In 1887, the first effort was made to develop the former Graham’s Woods as a residential
neighborhood. The national economic depression of 1893-98, however, prevented
successful development. Although a plat was developed in 1892, only ten houses had been
constructed by 1908.

Improved economic conditions and connection of the area to Montgomery by the
electric streetcar soon enabled the area to thrive. Between 1908 and 1916, 125 houses
were built. Although the area began as a streetcar suburb, it quickly developed the
characteristics of a town. In fact, part of it was an independent, incorporated village from
1910 until 1927, when it was incorporated into Montgomery.

The plat of 1892 adhered to the then-popular garden towns that has begun in England
and spread to the northeastern United States. This concept was in reaction to the noisy,
dirty, densely-populated cities created by the Industrial Revolution. Garden town design
characteristics included curving streets, irregularly-shaped lots and naturally landscaped
parks. The intent was to create rural environments with easy access to city centers.
Cloverdale was Alabama’s first landscaped, garden-designed residential area.

The western part of today’s Old Cloverdale especially adheres to the garden town
concept. Mature trees hold Old Cloverdale’s diverse architectural styles together visually
and aesthetically. Together, they blend into a charming neighborhood.

Get involved!

The Old Cloverdale Association
meets every third Monday of the

th.
Learn more @
www.oldcloverdale.org

signature park, Cloverdale Park. LeGrand
Park features a sandstone fountain and
have enjoyed the support of residents and
friends of Old Cloverdale, as well as its

serves as a gateway park for four historic
city and county representatives.

Parks are an integral component of
the garden neighborhood. Numerous
parks make Old Cloverdale unique
among Montgomery’s historic districts.
At the heart of the neighborhood is its
districts. The three smaller parks, Milo
Howard Park, Fitzgerald Park, and
fountains manufactured by Robinson
Iron, using historic molds from Janney
Iron Works. The neighborhood’s parks

College Street Park feature cast iron
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